Why a breast boost should remain a controversial aspect of routine breast conservation management in Australia and New Zealand in 2002.
Two randomized trials have recently shown a statistically significant improvement in local control when a boost is employed in the conservative treatment of early breast cancer. However, unresolved issues of cost effectiveness, potentially increased toxicity and the inability to automatically generalize these results to Australian and New Zealand practice remain. In view of these unresolved controversies, the St George and Wollongong hospitals breast boost trial (SGW trial) will continue to recruit.